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Abstract:

This study explores the emergence of the Islamic Resistance Movement “Hamas”
within the historical, political, and social context that shaped its foundation in the
Palestinian territories, particularly in the Gaza Strip in the late 1980s. The
movement was launched in December 1987 with the outbreak of the First
Palestinian Intifada, as a branch of the Muslim Brotherhood in Palestine, combining
religious, social, and resistance-oriented activities against the Israeli occupation.
The research focuses on the political transformations undergone by Hamas—from
its early stance as a resistance movement rejecting political engagement, to its
participation in the 2006 legislative elections, followed by its takeover of the Gaza
Strip in 2007, which triggered a lasting Palestinian political division. The study also
highlights Hamas’s attempts to build regional and international relations and strike
a balance between armed resistance and political engagement.

Furthermore, the research examines the challenges the movement has faced—
whether in its relationship with the Palestinian Authority and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), or in its regional interactions with states such as
Iran, Turkey, Qatar, and Egypt. The study sheds light on Hamas’s ideological and

political revisions, and how these have influenced its discourse, with particular

focus on its 2017 political document as an indicator of this transformation.

Keywords: Hamas Movement, Muslim Brotherhood, First Intifada,
Palestinian Resistance, Palestinian Division, Gaza Strip.
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