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ABSTRACT
The relationship of man with the place 1s a relation having an influential dimension.
For the place contributes in forming man’s consciousness of his existence and
imprints his thought and his identity. Some critics viewed that understanding the
environment and the place in which he lived can contribute in disclosing the
componets of his creative works.
The autobiography in its literary structure is considered as a time-place art®. Thus
the retrieval of the place in it is not considered as an accidental retrieval , but rather
it is built on the effect of this place on the creative person. The seeking by the
creative person of understanding the landmarks of the place which had become a
part of his childhood and his past is an evidence of the status which the place is still
carrying in himself.
Understanding the manifestations of the place in the biography “ The First Well’

by the man of letters and artist Jabra Ibrahim Jabra comes in the context of the fact

that this biography is a biography of place in its formation. Jabra attempted to show
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the influence of the childhood places on himself despite the length of the time
distance which separated him from these places, knowing that he wrote this
biography in 1993, and he was then living in Baghdad the stage of which was
connected with another biography which came to carry the title “ The Street Of
The Princesses.”

Thus the researcher in the manifestations of the place in the above-mentioned
biography of Jabra can see Bethlehem in the period of the 1920s and the 1930s of
the past century , whereby it is manifested in its neighborhoods, streets, churches,
monasteries and cottages. He can also have a glimpse of Jerusalem and some of its
entrances and gates. All of this is in the context of specifying his relationship with
this places and their eftect on his consciousness.

Perhaps the presence of Bethlehem in his biography is connected with his feeling
of prestige, whereby he says:” Bethlehem which joins in its bends the cradle of
Christ makes its natives feel prestigious , either because of this or because the faith
of others in it.”

Also the presence of Jerusalem with some of its components and neighborhoods is
a presence of a city having a status in himself, whereby no any other city has
replaced it. For Jerusalem is the title of his homeland which remained carved in his
memory. This was expressed by the man of letters and novelist Abdul-rahman
Muneet Al-Razzaz in his introducing of the book “The First Well.” He says:
Jabra since he had arrived in Iraq used to say in a sonorous voice that Iraq is an
extension of the homeland in which he believes and which he loves but it is not an

alternative for Palestine, the land of olive trees.”*(jabra,2007,8)
Keyeords: The Manifestations Of Place, Role In ,The First Well.
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