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Abstract:
In 1926, Taha Hussein’s book « On Pre-Islamic Poetry » set oft a huge
intellectual and critical controversy among intellectual and cultural elites; not only
in Egypt but also in almost all the Muslim world. That controversy escalated into
heated literary battles leading to Taha Hussein’s trial as well as his book’s withdrawal
from markets, for casting doubt on pre-Islamic poetry and disbelieving the
historical existence of the prophet Abraham and his son Ishmael, peace be upon
them, following therein Descartes' critical approach that involves doubting
everything.
Even though Algeria was groaning under French colonial oppression, Algerians
reacted in that critical juncture to intellectual and literary issues proposed and
emerged at that time. In this context, the author, poet, scholar and journalist
Mohamed Said Zahraoui put in his two penn'orth about the question raised by
Taha Hussein in his book « On Pre—Islamic Poetry », and he expressed his critical
opinion regarding Taha Hussein’s productions and stand with regard to patrimony,
through going back to the philosophical and epistemic background of Taha
Hussein.
Keywords: Mohamed Said Zahraoui — Arabic criticism — Pre-Islamic
poetry — Descartes— Doubting.
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