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Abstract:
This study aims to explore the role of historical television drama in shaping the
cognitive awareness of individuals in Saudi society and analyze the impact of these
works on their knowledge of historical events and figures. The study adopted a
quantitative survey methodology using questionnaires applied to a random sample
from Saudi society, ranging in age from 18 to 60 years. The results showed that
historical drama is of great interest to various segments of Saudi society, with 71%
of participants regularly following these works, and 62% of the respondents being
female. The study also revealed that the age group most interested in historical
drama is between 18 and 30 years, comprising 51% of the sample. Regarding
educational level, the results indicated that 70% of the participants have a
university-level education, reflecting the interest of the educated population in
historical drama. Concerning sources of knowledge, the study showed that 31%
of participants consider historical drama a reliable source of historical information,
while 39% view it as realistic, indicating a variation in their assessment of realism
and credibility. Media preferences revealed that digital platforms were the most
commonly used medium (60%) for watching these works. Furthermore, it was
found that historical drama contributes to increasing historical awareness among
participants, as most of them reported greater engagement with historical issues
after viewing. In light of these results, the study recommends developing
historical stories in drama, improving realism through precise historical research,
and expanding the scope of Saudi drama to be more appealing to viewers. It also
calls for conducting comparative studies to analyze production techniques in
historical drama. Additionally, the study emphasized the importance of
establishing specialized training academies for acting and scriptwriting to enhance

the quality and creativity of this type of production.
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