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This study addresses the topic of citizenship in the Ottoman Empire. The
Ottoman Empire witnessed major transformations in the concept of citizenship in
the nineteenth century, particularly during the Tanzimat period (1839-1876).
The Tanzimat period extended its influence until the fall of the Ottoman Empire
in 1924. These reforms were a series of legal and administrative reforms aimed at
modernizing the state and promoting equality among all its citizens, regardless of
religion or ethnicity. The Ottoman Empire treated its citizens fairly, with citizens
having rights and duties.

Therefore, it enacted laws pertaining to citizenship, such as the Giilhane Law and
the Hatt-1 Humayun, and worked to implement them in Ottoman society.

The study aims to highlight the role of the Ottoman Empire in keeping pace with
modern states and integrating society into a single political entity loyal to the state.
One of the consequences of these laws was that they opened the door to foreign
interference in the internal affairs of the Ottoman Empire, often under the pretext
of protecting minorities in the Ottoman Empire.
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