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Abstract

This study examines the conditions of Jerusalem during the reign of Sultan Abdul
Hamid II (1876-1909), a period marked by significant political, social, scientific,
and cultural challenges, particularly amid increasing colonial and Zionist
ambitions toward Palestine and Jerusalem.

The research focuses on the policies of Sultan Abdul Hamid II regarding
Jerusalem from a scientific and cultural perspective, as well as the city’s
significance within the Ottoman vision. It also explores the efforts undertaken by
the Ottoman state to strengthen Jerusalem’s status and protect it from foreign
interventions. Additionally, the study highlights the educational institutions, the
Arabization movement in the city, and the role of the local population in
preserving Jerusalem’s Islamic and Arab identity.

The main objective of this thesis is to shed light on Sultan Abdul Hamid II’s role
in safeguarding the city against colonial projects and to analyze the policies he
implemented to achieve this goal. Furthermore, it documents the challenges faced
by Jerusalem during this period and their impact on its future.

The study relies on a diverse range of Ottoman and foreign sources, as well as
historical references. It employs a descriptive and analytical methodology to
understand the historical and political context of Jerusalem in this era.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Ottoman Empire, Sultan Abdul Hamid II, Foreign
Penetration.
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