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Abstract

This study examines the eftects of the strategic vacuum in the Middle East, resulting
from the failure of a number of states in the region, through a structural-functional
approach. It assumes that the Middle Eastern structure represents a distinct, chaotic,
and complex regional pattern in which a range of regional and international powers
(nulti-polarityy compete to achieve various interests within the region, expand
influence, hegemony, and prestige, or suppress threats arising from
tailure/competition and contain them within the region (multiple dimensions of
competitiony. All competing powers (states and non-state actorsy operate within a
multifaceted strategic vacuum (multiplicity of vacuums). This multifaceted
competition reinforces uncertainty, increases tensions in the region, exacerbates
security challenges, and heightens the rivalry between opposing projects within the
same regional structure. Despite the lack of synchronization between the level of
militarization and the level of military operations among the competing powers
(between power and the use of power), an additional and distinct variable from the
balance of power comes into play, which is the audacity or the willingness to
compete within the region. This indicates the increasing complexity of armed

conflicts in the Middle East in the short-term.
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