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Abstract:
Foodborne infections and poisonings are real problems that directly affect the
northwestern region of Syria, especially in light of the conditions that the region
has witnessed in recent years. The aim of this research was to collect data on food
poisoning in some medical hospitals and organizations operating in northern Syria,
in the period between 2021-2023. The descriptive analytical approach was
tollowed. The results showed an increase in the number of food poisoning cases in
2022 compared to 2021 and 2023. Most of the cases were mild to moderate, with
8 fatal cases and 160 severe cases. Rice and chicken meals, especially in the camps,
were the most common cause of these cases, amounting to 6,840. The incidence
among children increased significantly compared to other age groups, in addition
to the multiplicity of causes of poisoning, which showed significant difterences
except for contaminated water and milk. Rice and chicken meals were at the
forefront of the causes of poisoning, followed by mayonnaise. Ready-made meals
are the most important source of food contamination and poisoning. The incidence
of contamination in the camps also increased compared to other residential areas.
Keywords: Northwest Syria, ISO, HACCP, food poisoning, food control.
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