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Abstract:

The Middle East suffers from ongoing competition among multiple hegemonic
powers, preventing the stabilization of any single hegemon. This competition
perpetuates a state of constant armed conflicts, both direct and indirect, which
characterizes much of the contemporary history of the region. The period from
1991 to 2003, marked by stable American hegemony, is an exception. However,
history has since reverted to a chaotic structure, with a regional balance of power
misaligned with the capabilities of the states.

This study examines the primary competition between two main hegemonic
powers: the United States and Iran, along with their allied regional powers. Both
parties employ a range of hegemonic tools, from direct-armed confrontation to
the use of proxies and militias, which intensifies the competition in areas such as
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen, and Libya. The study also addresses the utilization
of sectarian conflict between Sunnis and Shiites as a tool of soft power transformed
into hard power (sectarian warfare) in hegemonic struggles, emphasizing that the
conflict is one of political influence rather than religious difterence.

Before adopting the framework of multifaceted hegemonic competition, the
research explores various theoretical frameworks to assess their applicability to
Middle Eastern conflicts. The study anticipates that multifaceted hegemonic
competition will continue to dominate the Middle East in the foreseeable (and
possibly mid-term) future, stressing the importance of addressing structural issues
such as corruption, state failure, and non-governmental groups. It highlights the
necessity of establishing permanent arrangements to achieve regional stability and
notes that Israeli efforts to undermine Iranian hegemony could exacerbate
interconnected and costly conflicts.

Keywords: Hegemonic stability, chaos, strategic void, balance of power, United

States, Iran, Middle East, regionalism, imperialism, regional cold war.
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(i1) One claim that frequently has been made is that a serious perceived unevenness or
disequilibrium in the distribution of power between large states can be a major cause of war.

(i11) The key elements at the basis of any RSC are three sets of dichotomies, in addition to power
distribution among actors: anarchy versus integration (polarity), amity versus enmity (relations

among units), and securitization versus de-securitization (processes of threat construction).
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