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Abstract:

The concept of modernity appeared in an elegant coat of inventions that benefit humans,
reduce their effort, multiply their production, and seek their comfort and well-being. Its
priests raised bright slogans of freedom, justice, and equality, spreading science and
civilization, and eliminating backwardness. But this bright mask hid behind it an ugly face
whose goal was to dominate people's minds and direct them to what its interests required,
to control the economy, and use it along with military force as a soft weapon to pressure
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people and governments to follow in their footsteps and subservient to them without an
opinion or a right to make decisions, in a kind of codified civilized slavery. It had its impact
on aspects of political, social, and intellectual life, and literature was used as a means to
shake peoples’ beliefs and values, corrupt tastes, tear down the barriers of religious, social,
and moral systems, and unleash desires and replace them with lofty values. Contemporary
Arabic literature had two faces: A servant of this modernity and its priests, and the sensor
of its danger that pruned it, took its good and threw its bad. The two currents proceeded in
parallel for about a century. The first is relying on the media managed by the priests of
modernity, and its darkness loomed for decades, corrupting the tastes of generations, while
the other is relying on the strength of its own roots, its mastery of its language, and its
artistic methods. So when the new media opened its arms through the Internet sites, it
appeared strongly heralding a literary awakening, and the production that suffered from
oppression and exclusion for decades emerged, especially in poetry. While the imported
poetic forms shrank and contracted, the influence of European modernity remained in some
contents as an encroachment on religion or morals and values, except that voices began to
rise strongly in rejecting it and calling for literature to return to its commitment to constants
and to revolve freely in the orbit of variables.

Keywords: Modernity, contemporary Arabic literature, dependency and freedom, the
constant and the variable, beauty, the beauty of ugliness, literary awakening.
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