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ABSTRAT

BACKGROUND: Tinea capitis is the most common superficial mycosis in children of
school age. Although it is of public health importance, it is not a reportable disease;
therefore, actual prevalence figures are unknown in many endemic areas. The
objectives of this study were to determine the prevalence among school children in
Misurata area , causative species of tinea capitis .

METHODS: Total of 6493 children aged between 7 - 15 years were examined or screened
for the study, from 15 schools . Of them, 124 suspected cases were examined , Hair roots
and skin scrapings were collected from each case and subjected to microscopy and culture
for identification of fungal Hyphae and spores.

RESULTS : Direct microscopy of hair was positive in 21.4% of patient Culture positive
was found in16.6 % of patients.Tinea capitis was (0.36%) and more frequent in males
(58.3%) than in females (41.7%). Most of the children were under 10 years having the
infection Common isolated organisms were Trichophyton violaceum (91.71%), followed
by Microsporum canis (8.3%),

CONCLUSIONS: study showed higher transmission from human to human
(Anthropophilic fungus T.violaceum )

Keywords : Mycosis, Anthropophilic, Trichophyton violaceum, Microsporum canis
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